The most famous tomb in the state beyond Batijari-gate are those
of the Qutub Shahr Kings of Golconda, These ancient mausoleums (see
page 2 and 5 of the illustrations) of the Golconda kings, which are about
600 yards from the fort are really very wonderful structures. All the kings
of the Qutub Shahi line except the last good king Tanah Shah who ended
his days as a prisoner in the Daulatabad fortress, are interred here. The
tomb of the daughter of Tanah Shah is also here. The earlist of these
tombs was constructed previous to 1543 by the first Qutub Shahi king
Sultan Quli for himself. Soifte of these are very richly decorated with
enamelled tiles and other architectural embellishments.

The toftibs and the gardens in which they stand which were used as
camping grounds by the soldiers of Aurangazeb suffered considerably
during his invasion of Golconda in 1787. After this they remained In a
neglected state for a long time till the great Salar Jung took steps to repair
the buildings. Since then His Exalted Highness the Nizam's Government
have been taking particular care of them. They are now frequently repaired
by the order of Government in the Archaeological Department under the
careful supervision of Mr. Ghulam Yazdani.

The fort which is flow used as head quarters of the Golconda
Brigade is very carefully looked after.

A mile to the north-west upon two eminences are the baradafi* and
two small tombs of Bhagmathi and Taramati the beautiful Hindu wives of
Sultan Ibrahim Qutub Shah bearing inscriptions stating that they were
erected in 1035 H ( 1625 A* D. )

Golconda and diamonds is 'an old association. The town was at
time a principal mart for precious gems which were brought there to be cut
and polished. Whatever Golconda might have been, when it was the capi~
tal of Qutub Shahi line of kings some three or four centuries ago* at the
present it is only a fortress and a ruined city. But it still has the credit of
being enormously rich in treasure., as people talk of vast treasure-troves as
lying hidden in the fort which is spoken of as something almost fabulous*

It may be mentioned that the fort of Golconda* the capital of the
Qutub Shahi line of kings* was not the Golconda famed over the whole
earth for the diamond mines> where the celebrated Kohinoor or the Mountain
of Light is said to have been discovered^ but it is nevertheless a place of
great impoftaftce.
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